
 

27th April 2026 

Subject: Endorsement of an Independent Satellite Mission 

To Whom It May Concern, 

On behalf of the Imago, the Smart Data Research UK data service for imagery, at The University of 
Liverpool, I am pleased to express our strong endorsement for an independent, high resolution satellite 
mission. We believe that such an initiative has the potential to transform crisis response, early warning 
systems, and humanitarian aid by leveraging Earth observation technology to deliver timely, open data to 
those who need it most. 

The ability to monitor climate-related disasters, forced displacement, food security, and human rights 
violations from space offers an unprecedented opportunity to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 
humanitarian efforts worldwide. With rapid advancements in satellite capabilities and geospatial 
analytics, now is the time to explore how a dedicated humanitarian satellite can bridge critical data gaps 
and provide equitable access to life-saving information. 

Our mission at Imago is to make satellite imagery more useful, useable and used across social research 
and policy. We want to unlock the potential of satellite imagery to provide a richer understanding of, and 
enable action to tackle, pressing challenges in the UK. Imago achieves this by translating complex imagery 
into accessible data products through collaboration and co-production. We meet users where they are, 
delivering data products via intuitive, user-friendly interfaces and familiar formats, while building capacity 
and nurturing a community around imagery-based research. We operate across sectors, career stages, 
and disciplines. We recognize the urgent need for reliable, real-time geospatial data in decision-making 
processes to address humanity’s greatest challenges. We look forward to engaging with this effort and 
contributing our expertise where possible. We urge other stakeholders to support this initiative and 
explore collaborative opportunities to bring this vision to life.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further discussions on how we can contribute to this important 
study. 

Sincerely, 

 

Professor Dani Arribas-Bel, PhD 
Imago Director, hUps://imago.ac.uk 
 
Professor in Geographic Data Science 
Department of Geography and Planning 
University of Liverpool (UK) 
 
Email: d.arribas-bel@liverpool.ac.uk 
Roxby Building, Liverpool, L69 7ZT   

 


