
 
 Apr 23, 2026

 
Subject: Endorsement of a Feasibility Study for a Humanitarian Satellite Mission 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of the Overture Maps Foundation, I am writing to express our enthusiastic support 
for the proposed feasibility study evaluating the potential for a dedicated humanitarian satellite 
mission. We believe that such an initiative could meaningfully advance crisis response, 
environmental monitoring, and humanitarian aid by providing timely, high-resolution Earth 
observation data to underserved communities. 
 
At Overture, our mission is to create interoperable, open map data as a shared asset. We 
recognize the value of geospatial data ecosystems in supporting humanitarian challenges. This 
study aligns with our commitment to making geospatial data more accessible. 
 
Open satellite imagery and open map data are natural complements. Overture provides 
foundational reference data for buildings and infrastructure; accessible imagery would help the 
community verify and improve these layers over time. A mission focused on public-interest 
imagery aligns clearly with Overture’s efforts to strengthen the global geospatial ecosystem. 
 
As the geospatial community explores how satellite capabilities can bridge data gaps, we see 
an opportunity for collaboration. We believe this feasibility study is a valuable step in 
understanding the requirements for such a mission. 
 
We look forward to following this effort and exploring where our work may complement these 
goals. We encourage other stakeholders in the geospatial community to engage with this 
initiative. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

William Mortenson 
Executive Director 
Overture Maps Foundation 


