
 

 
Craig Redmond 
Direct Relief 
6100 Wallace Becknell Rd. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93117 

April 17, 2026 

Rhiannan Price and Bill Greer, Co-Founders 
Common Space 
commonspace.world 

Dear Rhiannan and Bill, 

On behalf of Direct Relief, I am pleased to offer this letter of support for Common 
Space and its mission to catalyze an independent, community-based high-resolution 
satellite mission for the public good. 

Direct Relief is a humanitarian organization, active in all 50 states and more than 90 
countries, whose mission is to improve the health and lives of people affected by 
poverty or emergency, regardless of politics, religion, or ability to pay. Our work 
spans disaster response, global health equity, and emergency preparedness, and it 
depends fundamentally on reliable, timely information to deploy resources where 
they are needed most. 

The vision articulated by Common Space, open, high-resolution satellite imagery 
governed in the public interest rather than by commercial or defense priorities, 
speaks directly to a gap that humanitarian organizations like ours encounter every 
day. When disasters strike, when conflict displaces communities, or when slow-
onset environmental crises quietly erode living conditions, the ability to see clearly 
and act quickly is critical. Yet as Common Space’s community demand report makes 
plain, the organizations working on the front lines of these crises are routinely 
priced out of the data that could guide their response, constrained by restrictive 
licensing that prevents redistribution or collaboration, and deprioritized by tasking 
systems built to serve other customers. 

Direct Relief recognizes the transformative potential of the Common Space model. 
An independently owned and operated satellite mission, tasked by and for 
humanitarian users, would meaningfully strengthen the capacity of organizations 
like ours to anticipate need, coordinate with partners, and document impact. Open 
imagery of disaster-affected areas, refugee settlements, and vulnerable communities 
would reduce transaction costs, accelerate response timelines, and enable the kind 
of longitudinal analysis that supports resilience-building over time, not just 
immediate relief. 
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We are encouraged by the momentum Common Space has built, the breadth of 
demand surfaced across the humanitarian, research, journalism, and human rights 
communities, and the rigor with which your team is approaching the technical and 
governance dimensions of this challenge. The timing is right: satellite technology 
has become more affordable, the philanthropic community has demonstrated a 
willingness to invest in space-based public goods, and the need for independent, 
trustworthy data sources has never been greater. 

Direct Relief is supportive of Common Space’s efforts to build an evidence base for 
this mission and looks forward to continued engagement as the initiative develops. 
We believe Common Space has the potential to shift the landscape of humanitarian 
data access in a meaningful and lasting way, and we commend your work to those 
who share a commitment to reducing suffering and saving lives through better 
information. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
    
Craig Redmond 
Chief Operating Officer 
Direct Relief
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