Save the Children Bangladesh
April 2026

Subject: Endorsement of an Independent Satellite Mission
To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of Save the Children Bangladesh, we are pleased to express our strong endorsement
for an independent, high-resolution satellite mission under the Common Space initiative. We
believe that such an effort has the potential to transform crisis response, strengthen
anticipatory action, early warning systems and humanitarian response by leveraging Earth
observation technology to deliver timely, open data to those who need it most.

The ability to monitor climate-related disasters, forced displacement, food security, and
human rights violations from space offers an unprecedented opportunity to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian efforts worldwide. With rapid advancements in
satellite capabilities and geospatial analytics, now is the time to explore how a dedicated
humanitarian satellite can bridge critical data gaps and provide equitable access to life-saving
information. As a global humanitarian organization working to protect children in some of the
most climate-vulnerable and hazard-prone contexts, we recognize that access to reliable, real-
time geospatial information remains a critical constraint in delivering effective, timely and

targeted interventions.

While satellite imagery is increasingly used across research and humanitarian operations,
access remains inconsistent, often limited by resolution, coverage gaps and restricted
availability. These challenges directly affect the ability of humanitarian actors to anticipate
risks, design early action protocols and reach vulnerable populations ahead of disasters. Open
and sustained access to high-quality satellite data would therefore represent a major step
forward in bridging the gap between scientific data and operational decision-making,
particularly in contexts where early warning must translate into early action at the community
level.

In Bangladesh, our approach to disaster risk reduction and climate resilience is centered on
anticipatory action ensuring that communities, institutions and systems can act ahead of
predicted hazards to reduce impacts. As part of this approach, our GFFO-funded child-
centered multi-hazard anticipatory action program has demonstrated how forecast-based
triggers, localized planning and community engagement can translate evidence into timely
action. Within such systems, satellite data could significantly enhance risk analysis by
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improving hazard modelling, including rainfall patterns, flood extent and land instability;
strengthen early warning by complementing national forecasts with spatially explicit
indicators; and support more precise targeting of vulnerable populations through high-
resolution mapping of exposure and infrastructure.

Satellite data also presents strong opportunities to enhance child-centered innovations such
as the MET Club, a platform where children act as agents of early warning dissemination and
climate learning. By integrating simplified satellite-derived visualizations such as cloud
movement, rainfall intensity or cyclone tracking into MET Club E-learning platforms, children
can better understand weather systems and translate technical forecasts into actionable,
community-friendly messages. This not only strengthens forecast literacy among children but
also improves last-mile communication by linking scientific information with locally grounded
dissemination mechanisms.

We strongly believe that initiatives such as Common Space can play a critical role in
democratizing access to satellite data, transforming it into a shared public good for
humanitarian and development actors. For organizations like Save the Children, this would
enable stronger integration of science, technology and community-based action, ultimately
contributing to reduced disaster impacts and improved protection outcomes for vulnerable
populations, particularly children. We look forward to engaging in this initiative and
contributing our operational experience and field-based insights to support its development.
We recognize the urgent need for reliable, real-time geospatial data in decision-making
processes to address humanity's greatest challenges. We look forward to engaging with this
effort and contributing our expertise where possible.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further discussions on how we can contribute to this
important effort.
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Sincerely,
Rahmat Ullah
Deputy Country Director
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