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Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team (HOT) is pleased to express our strong support for
Common Space and an independent, high-resolution humanitarian satellite mission. As
an international non-governmental organization and community of more than 750,000
volunteers, HOT is dedicated to ensuring the availability of fit for humanitarian purpose
core geospatial data, and that data gaps should not be a limiting factor in aid prioritization
and delivery decisions. This initiative will significantly strengthen humanitarian response
and crisis analysis by providing timely, openly licensed Earth observation data to those
who need it most. Focusing on underrepresented, vulnerable, and high data gap areas,
HOT references satellite imagery to improve open source resources, such as
OpenStreetMap (OSM), and to crowdsource the creation of open geospatial data as
a common shared resource. 

Today, while many open source resources face closures from funding constraints, OSM 
remains a critical last line of open geospatial datasets that underpin much of 
humanitarian geospatial analysis. OSM’s settlements, buildings, roads, and other 
features are often the only open data source used to identify where people in need are, 
assess impact by a disaster, and plan access routes. Our data is in the top three most 
used datasets downloaded by humanitarian and development professionals from the 
UN’s Humanitarian Data Exchange; the go-to place for humanitarian data. Creating and 
maintaining OSM data in humanitarian contexts, relies heavily on high-resolution 
satellite imagery, with repeated available coverage before, during, and after 
humanitarian events - especially in vulnerable and dynamic environments. 

 
However, open humanitarian mapping is at a crossroads. 

Major imagery providers have restricted access that was previously open for
humanitarians, demonstrating the risk of relying on commercial partnerships, particularly in
conflict-affected contexts where mobile data collection is often impossible, and satellite
imagery remains the only viable and safe option. 

Satellite-enabled, crowdsourced mapping has supported 4.3+ billion OSM edits
over more than 15 years.
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A dedicated humanitarian satellite constellation, such as the initiative proposed by
Common Space, would allow HOT to prioritize humanitarian data collection based on
real needs, rather than on availability of privately controlled imagery. Common Space’s
open licensing model would support sustainable investment in shared geospatial
resources, enabling both innovative and community centric data approaches that benefit
humanitarian, UN, academic, NGO, and community partners. 

As an organization committed to open geospatial data for humanitarian planning and 
response, we recognize the urgent need for equitable access to satellite imagery and 
are ready to contribute our shared expertise in open earth observation data, 
governance, and humanitarian data needs. 
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