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INTRODUCTION

Domage Assessments

1-2 SENTENCE FRAMING

In recent armed conflict, we have observed an
increase in attacks on critical civilian
infrastructure (e.g., hospitals, WASH, displacement
camps).

In order to best serve displaced civilian populations
and civilians caught in armed conflict, we need to
know the locations of damage, as well as the
extent and severity of damage. This task is
well-suited to VHR EO data.

Results of EO-based damage analyses are used by
IGOs (e.g., ICRC, UN) and INGOs (e.g., Oxfam,
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch).

TIMEFRAMES & URGENCY

There are two distinct time horizons on which
EO-based damage analyses can be carried out:
1) Rapid damage mapping

a) Historically conducted by REACH,
UNOSAT, journalists, etc.

b) Quickly highlight areas of severe
damage in high intensity
conflict-affected areas

2) Long-term investigations

a) Human rights investigators and
academics

b) Support justice & accountability
mechanisms and redevelopment /
recovery efforts
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Analysts & humanitarian decision-makers in:
o humanitarian & human rights INGOs
o local NGOs / civil society
o IGOs
o IFls (e.g., World Bank)
Academic researchers who:
o support ongoing humanitarian efforts
o conduct peer-reviewed research for years
after cessation of hostilities
Journalists
o Public-facing where NGOs / IGOs cannot be
Humanitarian mappers
o OSM
Civilians affected by conflict
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THE DECISION CHALLENGE

THE SITUATION: Myanmar

WHO IS AFFECTED?

WHAT ARE THE DATA NEEDS?
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THE DECISION CHALLENGE

WHAT DECISIONS NEED TO BE MADE?

WHY ARE THEY DIFFICULT WITHOUT THIS DATA?

HOW WOULD SATELLITE IMAGERY BE USED?
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IMPACT, RISKS & GOVERNANCE QUESTIONS

WHAT CHANGES GOVERNANCE QUESTIONS
WITH OPEN IMAGERY

Who should have access — open to all, tiered, or

restricted to vetted users?

How should tasking be prioritized — who decides
which crises get imaged first?

What safeguards are needed — consent,
anonymization, access controls?

Who decides — and how are affected
communities included?

What accountability mechanisms are needed if
something goes wrong?




