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April 8, 2026

Subject: Endorsement of an Independent, Open Source, Remote Sensing, Satellite System

Dear Commonspace,

On behalf of the Minnesota Forestry Association, | wish to express our strong endorsement for
an independent, open source, high resolution, multi-sensors, multi-satellites mission. With over
four decades in the remote sensing industry, such an initiative has the potential to help
transform crisis response such as wildland fires and flooding, early warning systems, forest
monitoring to maintain the only major sector growing and storing carbon, and humanitarian aid
by leveraging Earth observation technologies to deliver timely, open source data to those who
need it most and who can’t afford it.

Technology is not the problem. Technology adoption is the problem. Too often, government
agencies are hand strung to either fund programs or make decisions. | should know. | was the
national remote sensing leader for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) for two decades.
About 7 years ago, | submitted FWS remote sensing needs to Congress via the NASA led Satellite
Needs Working Group. Those requirements were essentially unanswered.

As the remote sensing leader for the State of Minnesota’s, Emergency Preparedness Committee
(https://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/emprep/index.html for over two decades), the
ability to monitor climate-related disasters from space, aircraft and drones offer an
unprecedented opportunity to improve the effectiveness and efficiency worldwide. With rapid
advancements in satellite capabilities and geospatial analytics, now is the time to explore how a
dedicated open source satellite can bridge critical data gaps.

As a 150 year old organization committed to forestry and forest management for all of
Minnesota, | know the urgent need for reliable, real-time geospatial data in decision-making
processes to address humanity’s greatest challenge which is climate change. Forestry is the only
major sector growing and storing carbon. We need to continue to monitor our forests for both
growth and for wildfire mitigation.


https://www.mngeo.state.mn.us/committee/emprep/index.html

I look forward to engaging with this effort and contributing my expertise where possible. We
urge other stakeholders to support this initiative and explore collaborative opportunities to
bring this vision to life.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further discussions on how we can contribute to this
important mission.

Sincerely,

G b

Brian Huberty
President
American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, Certified Mapping Scientist

president@minnesotaforestry.org
(651) 706-6426 Cell
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Subject: Endorsement of an Independent Satellite Mission
To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of [Your Organization Name], | am pleased to express our
strong endorsement for an independent, high resolution satellite mission.
We believe that such an initiative has the potential to transform crisis
response, early warning systems, and humanitarian aid by leveraging
Earth observation technology to deliver timely, open data to those who
need it most.

The ability to monitor climate-related disasters, forced displacement,
food security, and human rights violations from space offers an
unprecedented opportunity to improve the effectiveness and efficiency
of humanitarian efforts worldwide. With rapid advancements in satellite
capabilities and geospatial analytics, now is the time to explore how a
dedicated humanitarian satellite can bridge critical data gaps and provide
equitable access to life-saving information.

As an organization committed to [Your Organization’s Mission or Focus
Area], we recognize the urgent need for reliable, real-time geospatial
data in decision-making processes to address humanity’s greatest
challenges. We look forward to engaging with this effort and contributing
our expertise where possible. We urge other stakeholders to support this
initiative and explore collaborative opportunities to bring this vision to
life.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further discussions on how we
can contribute to this important study.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Your Title]

[Your Organization]

[Contact Information]






