
 
 

May 2026 

Subject: Endorsement of an Independent Humanitarian Satellite Mission 

To Whom It May Concern, 

On behalf of Fika (formerly Bridges to Prosperity), I am writing to express our strong endorsement of 

efforts to establish an independent, high-resolution humanitarian satellite mission, advanced by  

Common Space. 

Fika partners with governments, communities, and local stakeholders to plan and deliver safe, reliable 

rural transport access at scale through advocacy, evidence, and technical assistance (including our Fika 

Digital suite of planning tools).  At the core of our work is a simple belief: safe access is a human right, 

and no rural community should be cut off from the schools, health facilities, and markets that shape 

their lives.  

We recognize that open-access satellite data, precisely because of its power, carries real responsibility. 

Fika’s own work in rural access mapping has taught us that geospatial data can illuminate inequality and 

drive equitable investment; or, in the wrong hands, enable surveillance, displacement, or harm to the 

very communities it was meant to serve. We therefore offer this letter of support not only as an 

endorsement of Common Space’s mission, but as an expression of our expectation that Common Space 

will build ethical governance into its foundation. We believe Common Space has both the credibility and 

the responsibility to set the standard for what ethical open geospatial data looks like at scale. 

We look forward to engaging with this effort and contributing our expertise where possible and 

encourage other stakeholders to support this initiative and explore collaborative opportunities to bring 

this vision to life.  

Please do not hesitate to reach out for any further discussion on how Fika can contribute to this work. 

Sincerely, 

 
Nivi Sharma 

Chief Executive Officer 

Fika (formerly Bridges to Prosperity) 

Nivi@fika.org 

 


