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June 05, 2026

To whom it may concern

On behalf of the PLACE Foundation, | am pleased to express our strong support for Common
Space, an independent, ethically governed satellite mission designed to expand global access to
high-resolution Earth observation data for the public good. We believe this initiative represents a
vital and timely contribution to strengthening humanitarian response, climate resilience, and
equitable decision-making worldwide.

Common Space directly addresses a persistent challenge faced by civil society organizations and
communities: the lack of reliable, timely, and accessible high-resolution imagery needed to monitor
climate-related disasters, population displacement, environmental degradation, and other urgent
humanitarian and societal issues. By designing a satellite mission grounded in public-interest
governance, transparency, and equitable access, Common Space has the potential to close
critical data gaps and ensure that life-saving information reaches those who need it most.

PLACE’s mission is to build trustworthy, sustainable, and sovereignty-preserving data
infrastructure that enables countries and communities to benefit from high-quality geospatial
information. In this context, we see Common Space as deeply synergistic with our work. While
PLACE focuses on creating a data trust for aerial and street-level imagery, Common Space
extends this vision into orbit—offering a complementary, global-scale capability that reinforces the
same principles of ethical governance, public benefit, and long-term stewardship.

Together, these approaches form an ecosystem:

e Common Space provides high-resolution satellite imagery designed for humanitarian and
public-interest use.

e PLACE ensures that ground-level and aerial data are governed responsibly and
sustainably.

o« Combined, they create a multi-layered, ethically governed geospatial foundation that
countries and communities can trust.

We believe that Common Space represents a critical opportunity to advance this shared vision.
The feasibility work underway is an essential step toward understanding the technical, financial,
and operational pathways required to realise a satellite mission that is truly aligned with global
public-good principles.
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PLACE Foundation welcomes the opportunity to contribute our expertise in responsible data
governance and public-interest geospatial systems. We encourage other stakeholders to support
this important initiative and explore opportunities for collaboration.

Please do not hesitate to contact us for further discussion on how PLACE can contribute to the
success of Common Space.

Sincerely,

Frank Pichel
Managing Partner
PLACE Foundation
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