
 
 
 

May 27, 2026 

Subject: Five Days - Why Real-Time Imagery Matters for Emergency Cash 

 

GiveDirectly has a straightforward but ambitious moonshot goal: deliver cash to people in 
poverty affected by disasters within 5 days of any crisis, anywhere in the world. Speed is 
critical. The longer it takes to identify who was affected and how severely, the longer 
people wait for help they needed yesterday.  

Achieving this moonshot relies on fast and reliable access to quality data. Identifying the 
most affected areas and families quickly is one of the hardest parts of emergency 
response. We have seen the lack of fast, high-resolution imagery to show us what's 
actually happened on the ground: which neighborhoods were flooded, which homes were 
destroyed, and where people have fled. Commercial satellite data exists, but access and 
availability are uneven, expensive, and often too slow for the response window that matters 
most. 

That's why we're supportive of what Common Space is building. A humanitarian satellite 
constellation — independently governed, openly accessible — could be a genuine 
game-changer for organizations like GiveDirectly doing rapid emergency response. Not just 
for us, but for the local partners and governments who are often first on the scene with the 
least data. Access to this kind of imagery is not a technical nice-to-have. It is a prerequisite 
for reaching people before they go hungry, sell assets, or take on debt to survive. 

We recognize the urgent need for reliable, real-time geospatial data for decision-making 
and look forward to engaging with this effort and contributing our perspective as 
practitioners. We urge other stakeholders to support this initiative and explore collaborative 
opportunities to bring this vision to life. 

 

Sincerely, 

Leith Baker 

Senior Product Director, Emergency Cash 

GiveDirectly 

 

https://www.givedirectly.org/emergency-cash-moonshot

